BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

This he did with an obstinate persistence in spite of wise
and increasingly urgent warnings from physicians, friends,
and associates. Where his own health was concerned he
obdurately refused to listen to reason. It would almost
seem as though he had deliberately chosen to put forth
herculean efforts until he dropped from sheer exhaustion
rather than to work with moderation for a longer span of
life.

Booker Washington was a man who thought, lived, and
acted on a very high plane. He was, in other words, an
idealist, but unlike too many idealists he was sternly prac-
tical. His mind worked with the rapidity of flashes of
lightning, particularly when he was aroused. This led
him at times to feel and show impatience in dealing with
slower-minded people, particularly his subordinates. He
was often stirred to righteous indignation by injustice, but
always kept his temper under control. He had a lucid
mind which reasoned from cause to effect with machine-
like accuracy. His intuitions were amazingly keen and
accurate. In other words, his subconscious reasoning
powers were very highly developed. Consequently his
judgments of men and events were almost infallible. Al-
though practically devoid of personal vanity, he was a very
proud and independent man, and one who could not brook
dictation from any one or bear to be under obligation to
any one. He had the tenacity of a bulldog. His capacity
for incessant work and his unswerving pursuit of a purpose
once formed, were a constant marvel to those who sur-
rounded him. While he was without conceit or vanity he
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